GUN SHOT WOUNDS

DISCLAIMER:

The information contained in this document has been compiled from sources be-
lieved to be reliable at the time and is presented here as a study aid and for general
information use only. This information is not intended to replace or supercede the
information or procedures outlined in your first aid textbook, other officially issued
study materials or government published acts or legislative documents.

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that the information is accurate at the
time of publication, the authors are not responsible for any loss, liability, damage or
injury that may be suffered or incurred by any person in connection with the infor-
mation contained on this site, or by anyone who receives first aid treatment from a
reader or user of this information.

Gun shot wounds

Have a small entry into the part of the body, usually with burns around it. There
can be an exit wound and it would be larger than the entry wound. Usually the en-
try and exit wounds are across from each other.

First aid for gun shot wounds

e Begin ESM and primary survey

e Monitor ABC's.

e Apply direct pressure to wound, bandage and get to medical aid as soon as pos-
sible.

e Cover with blanket, to reduce risk of shock.

e If large enough caliber to the front upper torso / chest area, the wound may be
a sucking chest wound. If so, apply a square piece of plastic with about 2to 1
inch border around the wound, tape three sides leaving bottom open. If there is
also an associated exit wound you may also have to do the same procedure but
in this case tape all four sides of the plastic on the exit side, if on back.



